FOSTERINGNEWSLETTER

Welcome to March’s Thinking about Fostering? Newsletter

For those of you who are new here, I'm Denise, the
fostering team manager and | make sure that
whether you're at the beginning of your journey or
fostering regularly, you are supported and listened
to. | work with foster carers, birth children of
families who foster, and care leavers.

Our newsletter is for the many people who are
'thinking about fostering'. It's a huge decision to
make. There are lots of different things to consider
including your family, space at home, and what time
you have available, just as a start!

At Leicestershire County Council, my team are here to help, advise and support you
with information that will help you to decide if, and when, fostering may work for you.
We are not here to encourage you to foster, but more to help you to decide if now is
the right time for you to progress.

So, we'll be sending out case studies, stories of people's experiences of the
application process and subsequently becoming carers along with many other
interesting facts straight to your inbox.



(@ LGBTQ+ Fostering and Adoption Week @
(6-12 March 2023)

This week is LGBTQ+ Fostering and Adoption Week, and

I_G TO+ along with New Family Social we're letting the LGBTQ+

community in Leicestershire know you CAN adopt or

adoption &  foster! @

fostering week  Find out more this LGBTQ+ Adoption and Fostering
Week from - could you care for one, two, three, or more
2 O 2 3 vulnerable children?

As part of LGBTQ+ Fostering and Adoption Week, our
fostering recruitment team will be popping up their stall
at Fosse Park, this Thursday 9 March, to speak to
Leicestershire’s residents about fostering. We're
particularly encouraging those from the LGBTQ+

community to come along and find out more. LGBTO+ Adoption & i
Fostering Week

We recognise the ever-increasing need for more of the LGBTQ+ community to
explore both adoption and fostering.

This LGBTQ+ Fostering and Adoption Week, we’re sharing our support and
encouraging the LGBTQ+ community not to rule themselves out but count
themselves in!

Inside Information (from one of our carers ©)

A foster carer is encouraging other members of the LGBTQ+ community to come
forward and find out more about the different fostering roles.

Tristham has shared his experiences about the fostering process, which ultimately
led him to care for an ‘amazing’ child who has come on leaps and bounds while in
his care.

We asked him the following questions:


https://newfamilysocial.org.uk/afw23

What was your experience like when getting in touch with us?

My experience totally fine, | remember it really well. The lady | spoke to was easy to
talk to, she asked lots about my experience and background. It was really simple and
easy, | had no problems. | remember logging in online and sending my details
through, and | got a call only a few days later!

What was the assessment process like for you?

| didn’t expect it to be as in-depth as it was! In the sense of, the assessment process
included looking at long-term passed relationships — and | didn’t expect this to be
looked into. Of course, it’'s about finding out everything about you, speaking to
employers and having a DBS check, etc, but it was all fine!

What is the support like as approved carers?

I've been to foster carer events, but not in a while! | go to locality meetings every so
often, and I’'m active on our private Facebook page for foster carers. I've also been
asked to help run a male-only private group on Facebook. These groups help us all
share experiences and ask questions.

As part of the foster carer groups, it’'s a great place to share information. | often
come across new information accidentally and love to share it there with other
carers. For example, | recently found that you can get a reduced banding on your
council tax if you care for special needs children. So | love to spread the word for
handy things like that for other carers to know and look into.

What'’s the best thing about being a foster carer?

Seeing the child/ren in our placement doing really well. The kid we currently have in
our care is AMAZING and a completely different person from when they first came to
us.

What would you say to those who might be thinking about fostering?

There’s nothing wrong with asking! Any information can be given to you to help
support you in finding out more information about fostering.

| do think that there’s a misconception that when you foster it has to be long-term
placements. When | speak to other people, | feel like they don’t know there are more
options than long-term placements. People need to know about the different ways
they can foster, from respite to giving carers or relatives a break, to under 2’s being
able to stay in your room, parent and child fostering, and much more.

Benefits of Fostering with Leicestershire County Council ¥



If you foster with us, you'll be part of Leicestershire County Council’s fostering family
with access to all the services and support that we offer. You can find out about the
different benefits we offer as a local authority, on the Why foster with us? page.

We are also full members of The Fostering Network and New Family Social, and if
you joined our community of foster carers, you'd have access to all of their support
and information too.

New Family Social are a UK charity, led by LGBTQ+ adopters and foster carers.
They exist to help you decide if fostering is right for you and then support you on
your journey to becoming carers.

We work with NFS to make the pool of available carers as wide as possible for the
many children in our care in Leicestershire.

Some of the benefits you get as foster carers through NFS memberships are:

e Access to many resources, from podcasts to forums for information and
training purposes

e Events and local ‘meet ups’ to really ensure you have the chance to be part
of the wider fostering community

The Fostering Network is the UK’s leading fostering charity and membership
organisation, bringing together everyone who is involved in the lives of fostered
children to make foster care the very best it can be. They offer support to those who
foster, improve opportunities for fostered children and young people and provide
expert guidance to all fostering services.

Some of the benefits you get as foster carers through The Fostering Network are:

Protection

e Members receive market-leading legal protection insurance that covers
the whole fostering family

Support

e Helplines offering you independent advice on all aspects of fostering, from
tax and benefits to delegated authority

e Learning and Development includes a wide selection of online resources,
publications, and training, all of which are discounted

e Discounts, from help with mortgage advice, home insurance, and tax, to
family days out and holidays

Connections

e Events that provide opportunities to hear about the latest developments in
fostering and to meet others from the fostering community


https://www.leicestershire.gov.uk/we-can-help-with/why-foster-with-us
http://www.thefosteringnetwork.org.uk/
http://www.newfamilysocial.org.uk/

e Online Community that provides a space for foster carer members to

connect, and share advice, support, and personal experiences with each
other

e Atermly foster care Magazine and a monthly e-Newsletter

You can read more about the benefits of the membership here.
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Reminders

We hope you found this month’s edition useful! If you’'d like to find out more about
fostering, our team are always happy to help.

You can attend one of our Find out About Fostering events, which we hold
virtually, every 3 weeks, and in-person, every quarter, give our team a call or a
message, or take a look at our Facebook for any further information.

Don’t forget, we are now offering out-of-hours services, with a member of the team
being available for a chat on the phone, by text, or by email:

e Fostering Saturdays — the first Saturday of every month between 10 am and
12 pm

e Fostering Tuesdays — every Tuesday between 5 pm and 8 pm

Late night opening
service on Tuesdays

you can call
or WhatsApp
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WE

Number: 0116 305 0505 = ARE
9/V/ﬂ9
love and

- : - - . . J -
Email: fostering@Ileics.qgov.uk ¥ Fostering QH,D’DOI’?L

County Council ey Leicestershire.com



https://www.thefosteringnetwork.org.uk/get-involved/membership/foster-carer-membership
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